The Plantlife of Ratho 
Willowherbs and allies * 2021-05-30 


Willowherbs (Epilobium) 


The flowers arrange in a distinctive end spike. 
Rosebay Willowherb - Widespread in open The petals have large gaps between with long 
places, such as along the canal. _____ filaments and styles at their centre. 
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Chamerion angustifolium 


The flowers are large but arise individually from 
the leaves, giving a loose appearance, not in an 
Great Willowherb - Widespread, particularly end spike as Rosebay above. It is generally hairy, 
where open and damp, such as the canalside. and the leaves have hooked teeth. The central 
stigma of the flower is a white cross. 
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Hoary Willowherb- Frequent in quarries and Generally longish-hairy, giving leaves and stem a 

similar habitats. fuzzy grey look (left, and p6); the flowers are 
average sized and light pink. The central stigma 
is not a white cross, but a club that’s poorly 
divided into 4. 
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Epilobium parviflorum 


Broad-Leaved Willowherb - Widespread. Pale, average-sized flowers, the central stigma a 
cross, and the leaves unhairy. Frequently white- 
flowered. 





Epilobium montanum 


American Willowherb - Frequent around the The flower is pale pink, with petals poorly 

village area and other places. overlapping, the central stigma a club. The 
upper stem is very glandy (shown next page) and 
the seeds have a distinctive surface. 





Epilobium ciliatum 


Short-Fruited Willowherb - Common in damp or Tends toward having a deep rosy pink, though 

shady places. hybrids are common. The central stigma is a 
club, the upper stem has flattened non-glandy 
hairs (shown next page). 





Epilobium obscurum 


Upper Stem Hairs - 
American Willowherb - projecting glandy hairs Short-Fruited Willowherb - flattened hairs. 
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Epilobium ciliatum Epilobium obscurum 


The flowers are distinctively white, developing 
Pale Willowherb - Uncommon : walkway by attractive pinky-red veins as seen here. The 
school, canalside near Climbing Centre. leaves notably taper onto long stalks, the leaf 

surfaces having prominent veining. 
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Epilobi um roseum 





Marsh Willowherb - Marshy spots, such as the The leaves are very narrow (left) and the seeds 
back of the cement works, the field behind it, much longer than the other willowherbs (to 2 
upper side of the climbing centre. __ mm, shown p6). 
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Epilobium palustre 


New-Zealand Willowherb - Large area of it at 
the back of Hillwood Quarry. Can be spotted Ground-creeping with small, round leaves whose 
occasionally further afield e.g. the Pentlands. teeth are not sharply shaped. 





Epilobium brunnescens 


Pale Forms & Seeds 
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Chamerion angustifolium | Epilobium hirsutum 


Broad-Leaved Willowherb - Frequently white. | Marsh Willowherb - Large seeds (to 2mm). 
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Epilobium montanum Epilobium palustre 


Triplet-Leaves - Sometimes leaves are found in 


threes rather than pairs, particularly these two: 
Broad-Leaved Willowherb 


Hoary Willowherb 
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Epilobium montanum 


Evening-Primroses (Oenothera) 


Large Evening-Primrose - Dotted around : The flowers are very large and the central stigma 
Hillwood Quarry, A71, (Gasworks), Ratho Stn is much longer than its surrounding anthers. 


Oenothera glazioviana 


Common Evening-Primrose - Gogar Roundabout, The flowers are medium sized, and the central 
where there is a sizable colony. — _ stigma not protruding. 
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Oenothera biennis 





Hummingbird Fuchsia - Occasional, particularly The flowers are distinctive. Often you may see a 
as offcasts which then grow up. bee cutting into the side of them for nectar. | 
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Fuchsia magellanica 


Enchanters Nightshade - Frequent in woods in 
Edinburgh; a little in Ratho past the Climbing 
Centre. 





Circaea lutetiana 


